
Today we celebrate Laetare Sunday, the rose-colored Sunday 
of Lent. This word means “to rejoice” in Latin. We rejoice today 
because our Lenten sacrifices are nearing their fulfillment, and 
Easter glory is only three weeks away.  In today’s Scriptures, 
a people, an Apostle, and a prodigal son all find cause for 
rejoicing, and so should we.

In the first reading, we are eyewitnesses to the end of the 
40-year Exodus journey. The Israelites had begun their journey 
in the desert by crossing through the Red Sea on dry ground. 
Now, the journey ends as it began, this time with Joshua parting 
the waters of the River Jordan, allowing the children of God to 
enter the land flowing with milk and honey. It is a land that will 
produce its bounty once more, allowing them to harvest their own 
food, while still relying on God who has fed them during every 
stage of their journey. Their homecoming is cause for rejoicing.  

Saint Paul rejoices with the Corinthians because of the 
great mercy of God shown to us in Jesus and the Church. Paul 
celebrates that Christ has reconciled us with God and one 
another, making us all a new creation. He urges the followers 
of God to rejoice that all this is from God, the free gift of his 
grace and mercy offered to us in Christ. Unable to pay back 
the great love God has shown us in Christ, we are called upon 
to pay it forward, as ambassadors for Christ, forgiving others 
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their faults and failings, as Jesus has forgiven ours. For those 
living with the heavy burden of a past full of sin and regrets, 
this, too, was – and is! – cause for rejoicing.

We can glean as much from Luke’s story of the prodigal son 
as he intended the Pharisees and scribes to gain. They were 
judging Jesus, and the tax collectors and sinners with whom 
he associated. They had no love for God or for those around 
them because they were too self-righteous. Jesus tells the story 
to them about a young man who, by all accounts, should be 
undeserving of any mercy or a second chance, but the merciful 
father shows him love and mercy anyway.

The son loved his father’s money more than he loved his dad. 
But when this money and all else failed to make him happy, he 
had no choice but to come home. He feared being refused, being 
turned away, never being forgiven. What he did not count on 
was how long his father had been looking for him, waiting for 
the day to welcome him home, and then the celebration began. 
This is why we refer to confession as the celebration of the 
sacrament of reconciliation. Being reconciled to God removes 
barriers, lifts burdens, and lightens the load we carry.  

As we prepare for Holy Week and Easter, let us rejoice in 
being reconciled – that the gift of mercy we receive from God 
will indeed be a gift we are given to share.

FOCUS: BEING RECONCILED AND BECOMING 
RECONCILERS CAN BE A CAUSE FOR 

REJOICING FOR ALL WHO SEEK, RECEIVE, 
AND GIVE FORGIVENESS.

1. JOSHUA 5:9a, 10-12
2. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-21

3. LUKE 15:1-3, 11-32
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