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1. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-15 
2. MATTHEW 20:20-28 

Today on the Feast of Saint James the Greater, we 
hear the story of how he and his brother Saint John 
the Evangelist were put in a tough position by their 
own mother in front of the other Apostles. Their 
mother asked our Lord that her two boys have 
the pride of place at Jesus’ side. Jesus responded 
by telling her that she did not know what she was 
asking. She was not wrong to ask. But did she know 
what it meant?

In our world, we admire the person who takes the 
risk in order to seek excellence. It doesn’t matter if 
it is the entrepreneur or the busboy who dares to 
suggest a new idea, we tend to appreciate those who 
want to be the best and seek excellence in all things.

It seems reasonable, then, that the mother of James 
and John should want her boys to be recognized as 
the best by Jesus. 

When Jesus asked the two brothers if they could 
drink his cup, they responded, We can. Then Jesus 
explains why he asked the question.

In the Christian life, we seek excellence, yes, but not 
in the usual ways. Unlike excellence in the world, 
we seek to be the best by being seen as the least. We 
strive for excellence by acting with love, a love that, 
at times, can hurt. This is the Christian way.

To be a Christian, explains Paul in our first read-
ing, is to constantly be given up to death so that 
we can live in Jesus, for that is the point. We must 
live in and through Jesus, not ourselves. To become 
more like him is our goal, and we must keep in 
mind that his way led to the cross.

It is right to seek out excellence, to strive to be the 
best at what we do. Notice Jesus did not rebuke 
James or John or their mother for asking. It is okay 
to seek to be the best. The question is: Are we will-
ing to die to ourselves in the process? To be the best 
Christian we can be, we must be willing to be seen 
as the least, and that is the struggle for all of us.

FOCUS: THE BEST DISCIPLES 
MUST BE WILLING TO SACRIFICE.
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